YVOTES anp PROCEEDINGS, Juwss, 1978. 11§

Muyray, Ms. Richard Barnes, My, Sprigg, Mr. John Barnes, and Mr. Giblon, be a committee
0 take the faid petitions, and all othegs of the like nature, that may be prefented to the houfe,
jnto confideration, and enquire into the falls therein contained, nnd report the fame, together
with their opinion thereon, to the houfe. | | |
OrperED, That the Rev. Mr. Hanna be requefted to pesform divine fervice bers every o~
ings a8 8 quaries before nine o’clock. - |
Adjourned till mext day g o’clock.

W E DN E S D A Y, June 10, 1778.

HE houfe met. Prefent the fame members as on yefterday. The proceedings of yeﬁ‘%erday
were read. Mr. Alexander appeared in the houfe. | |
A certificate of the qualification of Mr. Harwood and Mr. M‘Pherfon was produced and filed.
On {motion, fleave given to bring in a bill to. aid the proceedings of the commiffioners of
the tax, and for other purpofes. ORDERED; That Mr. Herry, Mr. Chafe, Mr. Lloyd, Mr.
Murray, and Mr. Lethrbury, do prepare and bring in the fame. o |
Leave given to bring in a bill to relieve fundry ot the inhabitants of this ftate from the unequal
‘@h&rg&’@f’ procuring troops for the American army, and for other purpofes. ORrpErRED, That
Mx. Weft, Mr. Henry, Mr. Sprigg, Mr. Lethrbury, and Mr. M<Pherfon, do prepare and bring
in the fame.
Mr. Forbes, from the cammittee appointed te take into confideration the feveral letters and
a&s of congrefs, &c. brought in a report, which was read in the following words:

By the COMMIT T EE appointed to take into confideration the feveral Jetters and alls of
, coagsels, and to report {pecially thereon. . 5 .
WITH. refpe@ to the a& of congrefs of the 23d of April, 1778, recommending to the legifla-
gures of the feveral fates to pafs. laws, or to the executive authority of each ftate, if invefted with
fufficient power, to iffue proclamations, cffering pardon; with fuch exceptions, and under fuch ke
mitations and reftrictions as they fhall think expedient; to fuch of their inhabitants or fubjeis as
have levied war againft any of thefe ftates, or adheied to; aided, or abetted the enemy, your com-
mittee beg leave to reprefent to the honourable.houfey that, by the conflitution and form of go-
vernment, the governor of this ffate is invefted with full power and authority to grant repricves
or pardons for any crime committed againft this ftate; and your committee, well convinced that
the governor will exercife his power in fuch manner as to fecure and provide for the general fafe-
ty, think the interpofition of the legiftature unneceflary. -
Your committee are alfo of opinion, That it is inexpedietit to adopt the act of congrefs of the
-yt of May, 1978, recommending to tire feveral flates to empower the executive authority of fuch
fiates, from time to time, to grant exemptions from duty in the militia“to fuch perfons as may be
employed in manufacturing military ftores, and. other articles, for the ufe of the United States 3
becaufe, by the late exertions.of this government to.complete its quota of troops in the army of
the United Sgates, and the numerous exemptions from.military duty already created, . the militia
of this ftate, the proper.and patural defence thereof, is greatly weakened. That the act of con-
grefs, qf-the zzdp of Muay; 1978, recommesnding to the legiflatures of the'feveral ftates to enact
laws exempting deferters: from the Britiflr army and navy, during the prefent war, from militia
duty, and difqualifyin% fuch deferters from acting as {ubftitutes in the militia, fhould be com-
_ plied with, and that a Jaw for that purpofe Thould ‘be enacted. | |
Your committee begleave to obferve; That among the feveral papers referred to their confide-
ration is one of (a moft extraordinary and dangerous tendency; figned, Henry Lee, M. P. L. Dx
and directed to capt. William Lindfay, partifan corps light dragoons; and-conceived in the fols
lowing terms : ' Y
SIR,. - o »
By virtue of powers and .authogity to.mte committed by the horoiirable the board of war; 1'dd
hereby authorife, direct, and empower you to feize, for the public fervice, fuch geldings belong-
ing to the inhabitants of the peninfula formed by the Delaware and-Chefapeake bays; as you may
judge {uitable for the dragoon fervice. n the execution of this pewer, you are enjsined to dif-
criminate between the well affected and difaffected. You are to pay particular attention to the
fpeculators in the-horfe trade, whofé pernicious traffic has fo much’enhanced the price of horfes.
You. will always:tendar a generous priceato the proprietors of the herfe prior to-fersure s fhould ie
pot fatisfy, yon will pay the appraifement: of the ‘horfe ag valued. by two metion outh, the one
chofen by yourfelf,  the othet by the-owmner of the hosfe : Should the proprietor refufe réeeiving
the appraifed value of: his horfe, you, will make him o tender ofithe {um before evidéneess aid bring
off the horfe, granting: hima:cestificats, purpotting what yeu had done. In the exbreifé of this
powes.you will regulate your:conduct by difcretion; and act with moderation,
Vousnol obedient humblefesvanes - HENRY- LEE, M. P‘L:Y D.
oug




